
Wessel Places at State Forensics 

By Judy Rogers 

 

 Koi Wessel placed sixth in Extemporaneous Speaking (Extemp) at the Class 1A 

Forensics State Champs on May 2 in Salina.  “Placing at state has been my goal since making the 

semi-finals last year,” said Koi.  “Hopefully, I can improve my skills and place higher next 

year.”   

Wessel was one of six events that qualified for state competition for Golden Plains.  All 

the events performed very well with several qualifying for semi-finals after three rounds of 

competition.  The team finished the day with 73 points and in 11th place out of 31 teams with 

entries.  “This is the best team performance we have had at state forensics in a long time,” said 

Coach Robynn Wessel.  “For our team to accumulate that many points with only six entries is 

impressive.” 

 Additional semi-final qualifiers included Devin Carter and Carmen Sepulveda in 

Improvised Duet Acting.  IDA is a very competitive event in which partners draw three 

characters, three situations, and three locations.  They make their choices and are given 30 

minutes to create a 4-7 minute skit.  This was this duo’s first year of competing as partners in this 

event.   

 Rebecca Bange performed her patriotic poetry in semi-finals.  As a senior, she just 

missed out on finals and her overall points allowed her to finish as 9
th

 in the state out of 28 

poetry entries. Coach Wessel said, “I am so proud of how hard Becca worked to make this the 

best season of her career.  She was responsible for all her success.  She found her own piece, put 

it together, and took the judges comments throughout the year to keep improving.  What a great 

example of how hard work will lead to success.” 

 Additional state performers who contributed to the team’s overall 73 points included Koi 

Wessel who presented on Oration on Concussions in Sports, Devin Carter and Nick Brown 

teamed up for a duet titled “The Hardy Boys & the Mystery of Where Babies Come From”, and 

Kade Wessel presented in Extemp.  Qualifying and performing at State Festival was Clayton 

Bange with his poem “The Mountain Whippoorwill.” 

 “I am thrilled to have so many students dedicated to success in our program,” added 

Coach Wessel.  “I am amazed that in the two years I have been here, we have grown so much.  

To qualify this many for state is amazing.  Hopefully, we can keep growing and improving next 

year.” 


